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You’ve been a good sport learning about markup 
and structure and validation and proper syntax and 
nesting and compliance, but now you get to really 
start having some fun by styling your pages. But no 
worries, all those XHTML pushups you’ve been 
doing aren’t going to waste.  In fact, you’re going to 
see that a solid understanding of  XHTML is crucial 
to learning (and using) CSS. And, learning CSS is 
just what we’re going to do over the next several 
chapters.

Just to tease you a bit, on these two pages we’ve 
sprinkled a few of  the designs you’re going to work 
with in the rest of  the book. Quite a difference from 
the pages you’ve been creating so far, isn’t it? So, 
what do you need to do to create them? Learn the 
language of  CSS of  course. 

Let’s get started...
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Say you have an <em> element 
inside a paragraph. If you change the 
background color of the paragraph, do 
you think you also have to change the 
background of the <em> element so it 
matches the background color of the 
paragraph?

Does every <p> element have the same 
style? Or can I, say, make two paragraphs 
different colors?

The CSS rules we’ve used so far define 
the style for all paragraphs, but CSS is very 
expressive: it can be used to specify styles in lots 
of different ways, for lots of different elements 
– even subsets of elements. You’ll see how to 
make paragraphs two different colors later in this 
chapter. 

How do I know what properties I can set 
on an element?

Well, there are lots of properties that can 
be set on elements, certainly more than you’d 
want to memorize, in any case. You’re going to get 
quite familiar with the more common properties in 
the next few chapters. You’ll probably also want 
to find a good CSS reference.  There are plenty 
of references online, and O’Reilly’s CSS Pocket 
Reference is a great little book.

Remind me why I’m defining all this 
style in a separate language, rather than in 
XHTML. Since the elements are written in 
XHTML, wouldn’t it be easier just to write style 
in XHTML, too?

You’re going to start to see some big 
advantages to using CSS in the next few chapters. 
But, here’s a quick answer: CSS really is better 
suited for specifying style information than XHTML. 
Using just a small bit of CSS, you can create fairly 
large effects on the style of your XHTML. You’re 
also going to see that CSS is a much better way 
to handle styles for multiple pages.  You’ll see how 
that works later in this chapter.

more about css and xhtml
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Instead of setting the color, what if you set background-color of 
the <p> elements to maroon instead?  How would it change the way 
the browser displays the page?

Go ahead and make all the changes from the last couple of  

save, and reload the page in your browser.  You’ll see that the 
paragraph text color has changed to maroon:
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How about a different 
font for the Lounge 

headings?  Make them really
stand out.  I’m seeing big, 

clean, gray...

h1 {    
     font-family: sans-serif;
     color:       gray;
}

h2 {    
     font-family: sans-serif;
     color:       gray;
}

p {
     color: maroon;
}

Now let’s give those headings some style. How about changing the 
font a bit?  Let’s change both the type of  font, and also the color of  
the heading fonts:

Actually, since these rules are exactly the same, we can 
combine them, like this:

h1, h2 {    
     font-family: sans-serif;
     color:       gray;
}

p {
     color: maroon;
}

and reload.  You’ll see that with one rule, you’ve 
selected both the <h1> and <h2> headings.

styling headings
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Let’s touch up the welcome heading a bit more.  How about a line under it?  
That should set the main heading apart visually and add a nice touch.  Here’s 
the property we’ll use to do that:

border-bottom: 1px solid black;

The trouble is, if  we add this property and value to the combined “h1, h2” 
rule in our CSS, we’ll end up with borders on both our headings:

h1, h2 {    
     font-family:   sans-serif;
     color:         gray;
     border-bottom: 1px solid black;
}

p {
     color: maroon;
}

So, how can we set the bottom border 
on just the <h1> element, without 
affecting the <h2> element?  Do we 
have to split up the rules again? Turn the 
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Remember drawing the diagram of HTML elements in Chapter 3? 
You’re going to do that again for the Lounge’s main page.  Below, 
you’ll find all the element magnets you need to complete the 
diagram.  Using the Lounge’s XHTML (on the right), complete the 
tree below. We’ve done a couple for you already. You’ll find the 
answer in the back of the chapter.
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drawing the lounge’s structure




